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PEOPLE OF TOMORROW,

WE WILL REUNITE!
Deep down, you may have already prepared
for the worst of news, but still, this hurts like
only few things could. The 16th edition of
Tomorrowland will be moved to the summer of
2021. A global pandemic, and now, worldwide
heartbreak: you’ll have to wait another year
before you can come together as one again.

In the meantime, all your questions will be answered
on the website and in your personal Tomorrowland
account. As a general guideline, all tickets will be
transferred to next year, so keep July 16–18 and/or July
23–25, 2021 available.
The Reflection of Love is exactly what the world needs
right now, so stay safe and check in on each other as much
as you can. Keep radiating the positivity that is unique
to the People of Tomorrow. In the weeks leading up to
the dates long-blocked in your agenda, you will find new
ways to keep this community alive online. In the months
after, the world will understand what we knew all along:

Luckily, you won’t just overcome this, you will come
out stronger. These exceptional times will only bring
you closer together. You are the People of Tomorrow,
after all: a global community, connected whether
near or far, unfazed by borders or boundaries and
forever united through music.

Live Today, Love Tomorrow, Unite Forever.
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS
It’s not really summer until it’s time to gather together again.
Until then: stay happy, be safe and count the days like
blessings. And don’t forget to practice your
dance moves, of course.
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UNITE FOREVER
Even when not united physically, the People of Tomorrow will
forever be connected through their unconditional
love for music. Celebrate this invisible but
invincible bond, always!
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Follow online:
tomorrowland.com
issuu.com/tomorrowlandtoday

facebook.com/tomorrowland
twitter.com/tomorrowland (#tomorrowland)
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I feel like I'm miles, miles, miles away
But I'm coming back to get you babe
We'll start where we left off
We'll move it on like we forgot
You won't be mad
Cause I won't lose you again
Armin van Buuren - Miles Away

Nature will shed a tear or two this summer
and it’s okay if you need to cry along. Do
not forget, though: wherever in the world you
are, between 17 and 26 July, the sun will
portray the Reflection of Love.
Please keep creating stories!
We can’t wait to hear them all next summer.
This Tomorrowland Today was
lovingly hand-crafted by The-Reporters.
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THE REFLECTION OF LOVE
On 2 December 2019, an exceptional phenomenon
took place. A shadow fell over the People of Tomorrow
– only to pull away again, and reveal the brightest
light: the Reflection of Love. From what little is known
about this luminous wonder, we understand that its
rays spread unity throughout the universe.
This year, due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control, we
won’t get to see the Reflection fully – yet. As we wait for your
Reflection of Love to shine like never before in 2021, this
edition of Tomorrowland Today will have to do instead of our
usual gathering at De Schorre, Boom.
This year, there is no live music to be heard, no fairytales to
be witnessed, no stories to be written in Belgium. But on the
other hand: there is still a lot of love within the hearts of each
and every one of you. Hopefully, this Tomorrowland Today will
serve as a reminder of the passion shared by like-minded people
People of Tomorrow all over the world. Enjoy, and before you
know it, you’ll see a brighter Tomorrow.

9

BELGIUM

TOMORROWLAND TODAY

APRIL 16 TH 2020

BELGIUM

A SORROW SHARED
Sad words, but safety and health is
our priority in this period. We wish all
the best to all the Tomorrowland stuff
and artist wich had to play there this
year, stay safe! <3 Much love from
Italy

As much as it hurts it is the right
decision. Stay safe guys I can’t
wait to unite with you in 2021!
Ferry Corsten

Skytters

So sad to see this, but it’s better to
cancel this year so we can all be there
next year ! Stay safe ravers ❤
Philip Allen

Thank you Tomorrowland 🙏🏻  see  you 
on the holy grounds in 2021! Have
an awesome summer and stay safe.
Much love ❤

Our heart is broken for now but
we keep loving Tomorrowland
unconditionally with all the pieces
❤
Tomorrowland Lovers (Boom)

Pascal Baumgartner

We won't let the virus kill our beat! Thank
you Tomorrowland for spreading the Good
Vibes through the livestream, were honored
to be part of it! 🙏❤🙏
Vini Vici
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IS HALF A SORROW
It gonna be my first edition, i’m so
sad, like It’s the end of my life....
so, keep the smile...

Unite we are more. Thank
you Tomorrowland for always
bringing us the best and taking
care of us Tomorrowlanders. We
will see each other home in 2021
🙏🏽💘
Natalee Ivette

Honoré Onur Sonmez

I am going to miss you!
It's always one of the
highlights of my summer
Tiësto

It breaks my heart, but respect for the
crew of Tomorrowland ❤. Keep doing
what you do, having an enormous
impact on your community to stay
safe, also this summer! 🍀

7 years of waiting, this should
have been our first time
😭  take  care  everyone, 
see you next year :(💔❤
Lukáš Pokorný

Inge Dom
So sad to hear that 2020’s edition of
Tomorrowland is cancelled. However,
now we got a reason to look forward to
2021!
Riptide
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DAILY
WISDOM
24/7 IN THE MIX

Although usual life is being disrupted all
around the world, we count our blessings
that one thing at least remains unchanged:
Tomorrowland – One World Radio will
stay in the mix 24/7 all year long. Tune in
through the Tomorrowland – One World
Radio app and keep enjoying the Sound of
Tomorrow from your homes. While you sit
out a summer without your beloved festival,
Tomorrowland – One World Radio will
keep providing you with the best music of
today, yesterday and Tomorrow.

UNITED THROUGH MUSIC

Tomorrowland.com
Facebook.com/Tomorrowland
Youtube.com/Tomorrowland
Twitch.com/Tomorrowland

Desperate times might call for desperate measures, but they won’t feel so
bad when they’re this good! Get together with all your fellow People in a
massive live video call, while the best artists play a second-to-none set from
their own homes. It’s like an online festival, but with the added bonus of
getting a glimpse into the lives of people from all across the globe! So dress
up (who knows who you’ll lock eyes with on the live video stream?), and
get ready to be United Through Music on the 21st of April.
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UNITED AS ONE

Embrace a much-needed, warm feeling of Love, Peace and
Unity with the Official Tomorrowland Flag, because even
if you can’t go to Tomorrowland, you can at least show
your Tomorrowland flag to the world. By doing so you
will also support the Tomorrowland Foundation, as TML
by Tomorrowland donates 5 Euros to the Tomorrowland
Foundation for every flag sold. Share a picture of you and
your flag with the hashtag #TomorrowlandFlag and you
may even be featured on the Tomorrowland website. More
info and purchases are available at tomorrowland.com/flag.

WORLDWIDE EDUCATION

Since last summer, the Tomorrowland
Foundation has been supporting vzw
Mobile School, a non-profit organization
active in over 30 countries that attends to
children living on the streets. Their motto,
‘if a kid can’t make it to school, we’ll take
the school to the kid’, comes to life by
developing mobile schools ran by social
workers. Alongside Arnoud Raskin, the
creator and founder of the Mobile School,
Lost Frequencies went to visit one of those
Mobile Schools in Querétaro, Mexico
last November. The unique story of the
meeting between the children, Felix (Lost
Frequencies) and Arnoud was recorded
by the Tomorrowland Foundation in
a moving documentary. This is the
Foundation’s way of conveying a positive
message about respecting and supporting
homeless kids worldwide. You can find
the film at tomorrowland.com/foundation.

A WORD FROM THE MAYORS’ OFFICE
“Although it is obviously not the situation we would have hoped
for, medically speaking it wouldn’t make any sense to bring
so many nationalities together here,” says Jurgen Callaerts,
mayor of Rumst. “Even if the Belgian coronavirus situation
improves as we get closer to summer, that doesn’t mean that
it will be the same for the rest of the world. In that case we
would simply be importing the virus all over again. Besides
that, you can’t expect a festival to maintain measures such as
social distancing.” The two mayors are obviously sad about the
cancellation, yet they try to keep up a positive mood. “Although
some of Boom and Rumst's inhabitants might look forward
to a quiet summer without the Madness, we all already look
forward with excitement to welcome the People of Tomorrow
once again next year. We'll make up for the lost time, that's a
promise,” says Jeroen Baert, mayor of Boom.
13

APRIL 16 TH 2020

TOMORROWLAND TODAY

14

BELGIUM

APRIL 16 TH 2020

HEALTH
OVER
MUSIC

TOMORROWLAND TODAY

BELGIUM

He has quickly become one of the most-featured
people in the Belgian media: virologist Marc van
Ranst. Prof. Dr. Van Ranst agrees with the decision
by Belgium’s National Security Council to cancel all
large festivals this summer. “This was the chronicle of
a cancellation that could not have been avoided.”
Over the past months, Tomorrowland’s team and the professor
met multiple times. “Not just about Boom, but also concerning
the Winter edition. With such a well-oiled organisation, you can
expect professionality even in adversity. From the very start, it
was clear: music is important, but health even more so.”
The biggest risk of large, international events is the influx of
people from all the nooks and crannies of the planet, according
to Van Ranst. “Bringing in people from so many countries is
exactly what you want to avoid right now, especially as many
countries have not reached the peak of the epidemic yet.”

Virologist Marc Van Ranst

When and how future festivals can be safely organized is a tough
question to answer. “It’ll take time to figure that out. For instance,
keeping 1.5 metres’ distance at a festival feels impossible to me.
Strict hand hygiene could have a positive effect. Mandatory
masks could be a helpful, albeit odd measure. Though, to be
fair, in Tomorrowland’s case that might turn into a fun spectacle.
Never underestimate people’s creativity,” says Van Ranst.
The professor is yet to visit Tomorrowland himself. “I’ve never
managed to obtain a ticket myself. I grew up in Boom, though,
so I know the area like the back of my hand. Plus, the mayor is
my childhood friend. I have since moved to a nearby village, but
I can still watch the fireworks from my backyard.”
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FLEMISH PRIME
MINISTER JAN JAMBON
WEIGHS IN ON
CANCELLATION

UNFORTUNATE BUT NECESSARY
Tomorrowland’s cancellation is a tough pill to swallow domestically, because the festival is a calling
card for Flanders (the Dutch-speaking part of Belgium, where the Holy Grounds are located). It was
the right decision, however, because the fate of the summer festivals had to be decided urgently, says
Flemish prime minister Jan Jambon. An hour and a half after the fateful press conference in which
the cancellation was announced, Tomorrowland Today spoke to Jambon for comment.
On Wednesday April 15, Belgium’s National Security
Council decided to cancel all large-scale public events until
August 31. A decision has not yet been taken regarding
smaller events. “Clarity was urgently required regarding
the larger gatherings,” Jambon says. “Promoters cannot
wait until the very last moment, because that will only
increase their financial risks.”

summer of festivals. But in today’s crisis, that is simply
impossible. That is why we have reached this unfortunate
but logical decision.”

The prime minister says that Flanders is yet to consider
how to compensate for the economic impact that the
cancellation of all large-scale events will entail. “At this
time, we are already facing a three billion Euro deficit as
Large events such as Tomorrowland draw international a consequence of the coronavirus. We are taking heavy
crowds, which according to virologists simply entails too blows. However, I assume that this is unique situation,
many risks. “Even if the coronavirus were under control in and that the summer of 2021 will run a more normal
Belgium this summer, there might be other countries with course.”
less strict measures, where the disease is still spreading.
In such cases, the last thing we would want is to bring Jambon himself has been to Tomorrowland multiple
the virus back to this country,” Jambon elaborates. “As times in the past, when he was still a minister of domestic
for Tomorrowland, 40 percent of its visitors comes from affairs. “I overlooked safety precautions at the site at
abroad.”
that time,” he reminisces. He only paid a short visit to
the festival itself. “It was impressive, and the festival is a
For this reason, the Flemish government supports the calling card for Flanders. Considering my age, however,
decision of the National Security Council. “You see, we I believe I am no longer a part of Tomorrowland’s typical
would have liked nothing better than to have a regular target audience, haha!”
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MOVING
ON TO 2021
The 16th edition of Tomorrowland will take
place in the summer of 2021 and the dates
will be July 16–18 and July 23–25.
General Ticket Info
We’d like to inform you that all tickets purchased for Tomorrowland 2020 will
be transferred to Tomorrowland 2021 according to the dates indicated below:
Ticket dates for 2020			

Transferred to / ticket dates 2021

Friday July 17				

Friday July 16

Saturday July 18			

Saturday July 17

Sunday July 19			

Sunday July 18

Full Madness Pass July 17-19

Full Madness Pass July 16-18

DreamVille Package July 16-20

DreamVille Package July 15-19

Friday July 24				

Friday July 23

Saturday July 25			

Saturday July 24

Sunday July 26			

Sunday July 25

Full Madness Pass July 24-26

Full Madness Pass July 23-25

DreamVille Package July 23-27

DreamVille Package July 22-26

In May of this year, you will receive an email from Paylogic with your new
e-tickets for 2021. They will also appear in your Tomorrowland account. By
the end of June of next year, the Main Buyer will receive the corresponding
bracelets by post. Your order number will remain the same.
Please visit the FAQ section on tomorrowland.com, where Tomorrowland
will keep you informed.
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Global Journey
Every Main Buyer that bought a Global Journey package for 2020 has the opportunity to fully
transfer their package to Tomorrowland 2021. By confirming this offer, your initial package
will be transferred to the corresponding dates during Tomorrowland 2021 (July 16–18 and
July 23–25). This opportunity guarantees that you can maintain the complete Global Journey
experience you have bought. If the price of your package increases, you will not be charged for
the difference.
Global Journey Packages (Flight, Train, Bus, Hotel, Friendship Travel, Surprise)
Start dates 2020 			

Start dates 2021

Tuesday July 14

Tuesday July 13

		

Wednesday July 15			

Wednesday July 14

Thursday July 16

Thursday July 15

		

Friday July 17				

Friday July 16

Tuesday July 21			

Tuesday July 20

Wednesday July 22			

Wednesday July 21

Thursday July 23			

Thursday July 22

Friday July 24				

Friday July 23

Discover Europe Packages
Start dates 2020 			

Start dates 2021

Monday July 6			

Monday July 5

Thursday July 9			

Thursday July 8

Sunday July 12

Sunday July 11

		

Discover Belgium Packages
Start dates 2020 			

Start dates 2021

Monday July 13

Monday July 12

		

If you are the Main Buyer of a Global Journey package, please confirm before June 15, 2020
whether Global Journey can transfer your 2020 Global Journey travel package to the 2021
edition, as explained above. All Main Buyers have received an email with further details.
If you have any questions or doubts, please check the Global Journey FAQ at tomorrowland.
com first.
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FROM THEIR
HEARTS TO
YOURS
However paradoxical it may seem, you may have
found that despite having to stay at home, there is
lots of time to explore the world these days. Time
to discover more about yourself, to appreciate
your loved ones, and to make the most of your
own capabilities as a human being in general.
We asked Dimitri Vegas, Steve Aoki, Ida Engberg,
Kölsch, Lost Frequencies, Martin Garrix, NERVO’s
Mim, Patrice Bäumel and Cellini, who were all set
to play this summer, how they are coping with
the situation. All of them have their own ways of
pursuing happiness during this unusual time –
and since we are all in this together, the artists
were more than willing to share some kind words
of encouragement with the People of Tomorrow.
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DIMITRI
VEGAS
“It’s a very difficult time, but if you’re
creative and you’ve never found the
time, start creating now.”
What went through your head when you
were told Tomorrowland could not go ahead
this year?
“Well, the whole thing has been a chain reaction. It
started small and people weren’t taking it seriously.
Then a few shows in Asia got cancelled, then more
around the world, then the nightlife was closed
down in Belgium, and before we knew it, we were
forced to stay in the house. So it didn’t come as a
huge surprise. I find it admirable that they took this
responsible decision, though. It’s not the right time
for people from all around the world to be coming
together.”

By now, after having played so many gigs
in Ibiza, you must be addicted to life on
the island. Have you thought of a way to
recreate that same tropical vibe at home?
“That’s funny, have you watched my Instagram
Stories or is this a coincidence? Yesterday I took a
hammer and I started smashing the tiles around my
pool. I’m gonna put sand and palm trees in there,
that’s how bad it is.”
What are you looking forward to most when
we can all go back to our normal lives?
“I’m missing lots of different stuff, but seeing my
family again is definitely the main thing.”

What’s it like to be separated from Like
Mike right now?
“It’s super bizarre, we’ve never been apart this long.
It feels like time is moving very slowly, but on the
other hand it’s gone by in the blink of an eye as well.
We’ve been in quarantine for a month now, but it
doesn’t feel at all like I haven’t seen my brother for
that long.”

Is there anything positive and inspirational
you’d like to say to the People of Tomorrow
to help them see the light at the end of the
tunnel?
“It’s a very difficult time, but if you’re creative and
you’ve never found the time, start creating now. And
spend time with your wife or your girlfriend. Cook
more, work out, do work on your house, work in
your garden.”
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MARTIN GARRIX
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“I’m spending loads and loads of time
in the studio now, so this summer will
be packed with new music.”

What would you like to say to fans who were
looking forward to seeing your set this year?
“I hope that we can party together somewhere soon, when
it’s safe of course. I really miss playing for you guys.”
What’s your summer going to look like now that
you won’t be playing gigs?
“Well, I guess it will be the quietest summer for me in years.
Super crazy. I’m spending loads and loads of time in the
studio now, so this summer will be packed with new music.”
Can you mention one key song that you definitely
knew was going to be in your Tomorrowland set?
“My upcoming single ‘Higher Ground’ with John Martin
was going to be the closing track of my set.”
What are you looking forward to most when we
can all go back to our normal lives?
“Touring for sure! I really miss it.”
Is there anything you’d like to say to the People of
Tomorrow to help them see the light at the end of
the tunnel?
“Tell yourself that better times are coming. Try to find
something that makes you feel happy or distracts you, whether
that’s listening to music, reading, exercising, whatever. Also
accept that there will be days when you won’t feel good, and
that’s okay. Don’t beat yourself up about it, but listen to
what you need at that moment. Besides that, keep talking to
the people around you; friends, family or someone else who
makes you feel loved and supported. We’re in this together!”
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What went through your head when you were told
Tomorrowland could not go ahead this year?
“Gutted. I’m very sad about it, as it’s pretty much my New
Year’s Eve. It’s one of the most important moments of the year. I
drop new songs there, new albums. There’s a lot of anticipation
and anxiety in the lead-up to it, and then when I play the last
song, that’s when the ball-dropping happens.”
What would you like to say to fans who were looking
forward to seeing your set this year?
“I think it’s important as a general message that we’ve got to all
stay safe. That the virus is no joke. It does kill lots of people. You
don’t want to bring the virus back to someone who’s vulnerable.”
Can you mention one key song that you definitely
knew was going to be in your Tomorrowland set?
“I would have been playing music off my new album ‘Future
Force’. I was going to close Tomorrowland Winter with a song
called ‘New Blood’ – it’s very emotional and melodic, and the
lyrics are outstanding.”
Is there anything positive and inspirational you’d like
to say to the People of Tomorrow to help them see the
light at the end of the tunnel?
“One of the most important things is to start your day out with
a plan. Don’t just stumble into it, prepare a schedule. The more
you contemplate what you want to do the next day, the more
fulfilling your days will be. You’ll then see that in hindsight, the
quarantine turned out to be a good thing.”
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KÖLSCH
“There will be incredible music
coming out next year, no question.”

What went through your head when you
were told Tomorrowland could not go ahead
this year?
“I honestly felt very sad. I always look forward to
performing at Tomorrowland.”

craft. There is always something to do. It’s like my
dad used to say: ‘only stupid people are bored’.”
What do you feel the effect of this lockdown
is on music production? Will you suddenly
have a whole lot more tunes to choose from
when you play Tomorrowland next year?
“Absolutely. There is already a surge of creativity
between producers all over the world. We are
all sending music back and forth. There will be
incredible music coming out next year, no question.”

What’s your summer going to look like
now?
“I wish I could tell you. It feels like higher powers
are erasing my existence in front of my eyes. Today
my aunt passed away from COVID-19, so I do
understand how serious it is. I firmly believe that we
are all doing the right thing to contain this virus, but
it is hard.”

Is there anything you’d like to say to the
People of Tomorrow to help them see the
light at the end of the tunnel?
“This isn’t the end. It’s only a pause. Our hugs are
going to last so much longer as soon as this is over.
Remember: ‘music sounds better with you’.”

Are you using this period to do something
you haven’t had enough time for before?
“I’ve been thinking a lot about how I approach my
33
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What’s your summer going to look like now
that you won’t be DJing at Tomorrowland,
and with other performances being
cancelled as well?
“I guess I’m going to spend a lot of time in my studio
and I’ll also pick up my wakeboard regularly. I love
wakeboarding, but it’s going to be strange having so
much time for it.”

BELGIUM

“It’s an amazing thing to be involved in. There are
so many people who follow this, and some sent me
messages saying things like ‘this gave me a one-hour
break from the madness out there...’”
What are you looking forward to most when
we can all go back to our normal lives?
“Drinking a beer at a festival with nice weather, lots
of friends around me, and good music.”

Can you mention one key song that you
definitely knew was going to be in your
Tomorrowland set?
“Yes, that would be my new single ‘Love to Go’
with Zonderling. It’s about to come out soon.”

Is there anything you’d like to say to the
People of Tomorrow to help them see the
light at the end of the tunnel?
“Think of how good it is for the planet. In Venice,
the dolphins are swimming through the canals.
We’re giving nature a break. Another good thing is
that we’ll be grateful when we can travel again, as
we will no longer take it for granted.”

What was it like for you to be part of
Tomorrowland’s United Through Music live
stream?
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LENS
What went through your head when you were told
Tomorrowland could not go ahead this year?
“Feelings like that are hard to put into words... Even though
I’ve been considering the possibility that the festival season
would be cancelled for a while, I’m an optimist and I still felt a
bit hopeful.”
What would you like to say to fans who were looking
forward to seeing your set this year?
“I was looking forward to it as well, but we should remind
ourselves that health is always the most important thing, and
that this is beyond anyone’s control.”
What’s your summer going to look like now that you
won’t be DJing?
“I’m hoping the measures will be a bit more flexible so that I can
at least go visit my family and see some friends. But it’s going to
be a very unusual summer for sure…”
Can you mention one key song that you definitely
knew was going to be in your Tomorrowland set?
“My new tracks that are still unreleased for now. I was really
excited to play them at Tomorrowland.”
Are you seeing the current situation as an opportunity
to do something you haven’t had enough time for
previously?
“On a professional level, I’m focusing more on hardware now,
and on a personal level I want to learn Spanish and I have also
started meditating.”
It’s time to flip the ‘don’t try this at home’ warning
around. What should people definitely try at home
when they’re bored and maybe a little sad?
“Dance by yourself!”
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NERVO
Mim, what would you like to say to fans
who were looking forward to seeing your
set this year?
“Stay safe and try to get something good out
of what is happening. If you don’t see us in
2020, surely you will in 2021. We won’t go
away. Safety is important now. I actually have
the virus, I’m young and it’s not fun. My whole
household has got it except my daughter.”
What’s your summer going to look like
now that you and Liv won’t be DJing at
Tomorrowland or elsewhere?
“I’m going to make lemonade from lemons, sit
in the studio and enjoy producing like before
our touring went crazy.”
You’ve recently become a mum. Are
you planning any little parties with your
baby this season?
“Of course, we’ve already thrown some! We
celebrated Easter last weekend, and her birthday
a month before that.”
What’s it like to be separated from your
twin sister right now?
“It’s not fun. She’s in Australia and I’m in
Barcelona, so we’re in opposite time zones,
which means that it’s been a big challenge to
work on tracks together.”
Is there anything positive and
inspirational you’d like to say that will
help people see the light at the end of
the tunnel?
“Having a healthy mind will help people get
through this. Try to do something you always
wanted to do. Treat it like a day job and you
will get far!”
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“Nourish yourself with positivity, and most
of all, dive into your passions. Explore new
music, new artists. And reconnect with your
family and friends.”

What went through your head when you
were told Tomorrowland could not go ahead
this year?
“I kind of expected it, but that doesn’t mean it didn’t
hit me like a bomb. I’m still a young artist and this
Tomorrowland edition should have been a crucial
step in my career.”

What are you looking forward to most when
we can all go back to our normal lives?
“Playing in front of people, sharing my music and
creating memories. There are some moments when
everything comes together, and sometimes people
will text me about a specific moment even years after
such sets.”

Can you mention one key song that you
definitely knew was going to be in your
Tomorrowland set?
“I was certainly going to play ‘Come Together’, by
Henrik Schwarz.”

Is there anything you’d like to say to the
People of Tomorrow to help them see the
light at the end of the tunnel?
“Absolutely. Try to cope with this situation by
finding and creating your best self. Embrace your
own shadow. Nourish yourself with positivity, and
most of all, dive into your passions. Explore new
music, new artists. And reconnect with your family
and friends. Now is the time to take care of yourself
and your loved ones.”

Belgium is known for its rave culture. Do
you feel the lockdown has hit your country
especially hard?
“The industry got hit really hard by the virus, but
we’re not the only ones facing difficulties and we
have a very interconnected scene. Everybody is
helping each other in some way.”
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“Hugging, raving, dinners
with friends, seeing my mom.”

Can you mention one key song that was going to
be in your Tomorrowland set?
“An unreleased remix I made for Lana Del Rey. It’s a love
and unity tune that fits perfectly with the festival.”
What’s your summer going to look like now that
you won’t be playing any gigs?
“I will focus my energy on studio work, reading, listening to
interesting podcasts, learning new stuff and spending time
with the family.”
You’ve recently released a statement about DJ’ing
being harsh work and said that you were planning
to take more rest in 2020. Now that the rest is
being forced upon you, how do you feel about it?
“The one thing I do not miss is travelling. I love waking
up in my own bed every morning and going for long walks
through the empty streets of Amsterdam. The city has this
eerie ‘I am Legend’ vibe, so peaceful and amazing. It’s a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience my hometown
without tourists.”
What are you looking forward to most when we
can all go back to our normal lives?
“Hugging, raving, dinners with friends, seeing my mom.”
Is there anything positive and inspirational you’d
like to say to the People of Tomorrow to help them
see the light at the end of the tunnel?
“Embrace this moment of historic importance with an open
mind and an open heart. The world is changing rapidly, be
a positive force. I will see you on the other side.”
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IDA
ENGBERG
“We shouldn’t just go back carelessly to what
we did before. It’s time for a shift to happen,
and if we can make it happen globally, it might
be the most beautiful thing.”

What would you like to say to fans who
were looking forward to seeing your set this
year?
“I hope to be able to connect again soon, and
somewhere beautiful. Music is the universal
language. We all need to use our voice for the greater
good now.”

Now that you and your partner Adam Beyer
are in the house together a lot, how do you
ensure that you both have a say in what
music is playing?
“We tend to agree on that, mostly. The bigger issue
is the balance between our music and the kids’ music.
Although they have developed a pretty advanced
taste by now!”

What’s your summer going to look like this
year with gigs being cancelled?
“I’m based in Ibiza with my family and a lot of
animals that we ended up looking after. My dream
has been to convert our home to be as sustainable as
possible. We are already growing a lot of vegetables
ourselves, but I’m planning to spend more energy
on that.”

Is there anything you’d like to say to the
People of Tomorrow to help them see the
light at the end of the tunnel?
“The planet needed a rest and we all need to come
together to co-create a brighter future together. A
time-out was so necessary. We shouldn’t just go back
carelessly to what we did before. It’s time for a shift
to happen, and if we can make it work globally, this
might be the most beautiful thing that could have
happened.”
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DAILY
WISDOM
HOUSE PARTY

Ready to soak up summer from the
comfort of confinement? Life can be a
party at home as well! Start your day
by phoning a friend, because nobody
wakes up alone at a festival. Skip your
daily shower: savour a coffee in the
morning sun to wake you up, instead.
Dress in your most festive attire, ready
to impress yourself. Wearing your
best works as an instant mood lifter!
Discover youtube.com/tomorrowland
for music and video footage to stay in
the Tomorrowland vibe as you and
your besties house the day away on
video chat.

A QUARANTINI A DAY

Channel your inner bartender and dig up that cocktail shaker
– whip yourself up a heartwarming beverage to celebrate unity
even in these trying times. You’ll need:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pear (fresh fruit for the win)
Lemon (the ultimate Vitamin C booster)
Sugar (to celebrate those sweet summer memories)
Cinnamon (replacement warmth as you’re not
allowed to hug your loved ones)
Whiskey (to kick your festival heartbreak)
Champagne or cava (for that instant spark)

Place a ripe and diced pear into a food processor and puree
until smooth. Rub a wedge of lemon on the inside of your glass.
Mix sugar and cinnamon on a saucer and generously dip the rim
of your cocktail glass in it. Work your shaker with three spoons
of puree, a shot of whiskey and a handful of ice cubes. Fill your
glass with the concoction and top up with bubbles. Garnish with
a cinnamon stick.
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It’s not just the People of Tomorrow who have become
deeply attached to their annual get-together on the Holy
Grounds. The neighbours living at the host town of Boom
cannot imagine summer without the influx of their beloved
festivalgoers, either. To show their neighbourly love, many
displayed Tomorrowland mementoes in their backyard as
the local news drone flew over the area. Return the love by
hanging your Tomorrowland flag in your own window or
yard!

HEY, MISTER DJ

As you know, few things will lift your
mood as quickly as good music. That’s
why Tomorrowland has you covered as you
work through the (e)motions of waiting
another year for your favourite festival.
Tune in to the Tomorrowland Official
Playlist on Spotify to make sure your home
life, at least, will not be devoid of the biggest
tunes. The playlist is updated regularly, so
that you can enjoy your favourite artists as
well as new new discoveries for that real
Tomorrowland feel.

A DEEP BOW TO YOU

Every year, the International Dance Music Awards celebrate
the best of what electronic music has to offer. Although the 34th
annual Winter Music Conference was held online instead of in
sunny Miami, its premise remained the same: taking a bow for the
greatest in the industry. That’s where the People of Tomorrow
come in, as it’s because of all of you that Tomorrowland was
named ‘Best Festival Worldwide’. So please, take a bow and
revel in the communal applause for being the world’s best
audience!
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IMPACT OF A LOST SUMMER
The cancellation of the festival season is not
only a blow to music lovers worldwide: it also
has a huge impact on the economy. This is no
less true for We Are One World (WAOW), the
promoters of Tomorrowland. The festival’s direct
revenues are lost, but the indirect proceeds –
such as catering, hotels, tourism, stage design,
local partners, municipal taxes, and so on – also
disappear.

of the upcoming festival season is a further blow and
stands to lead to calamitous consequences for the music
industry as a whole. Damages from lost ticket sales alone
add up to hundreds of millions. Artists and their teams
are seeing their entire income go up in smoke. Add to
that the impact across the complex chains of engineering
partners (stage construction, light and sound rentals,
backline suppliers...), freelancers (builders, technicians,
roadies, stagehands, tour managers...), and catering
(festival food, drinks, backstage supply...), and the total
The economic impact of the crisis on the Belgian live impact on the Belgian industry is likely to exceed a billion
music circuit was noticeable already, with concert halls Euros.
and event venues forcibly closing down. The cancellation
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“Tomorrowland is the centre of an ecosystem of
hundreds of suppliers, in which the festival itself
forms only the tip of the iceberg. All of these parties
will be affected.”

Tomorrowland is the centre of an ecosystem of hundreds
of suppliers, in which the festival itself forms only the
tip of the iceberg. All of these parties will be affected.
Moreover, the festival sector is a seasonal business in
which 70 to 100% of revenue is realized in the May –
September period. This window is now assumed to be
completely closed, meaning that everyone involved will
find themselves in the eye of the storm.

there are countless local volunteer organisations who
normally generate some extra income from the festival.
All in all, it’s not just the music industry that is affected,
but a whole local economy, including all of its sectors.

Tomorrowland can only hope that partners, supplies and
volunteer organisations will at least be able to survive
until next year, since by then, they will again be sorely
needed to make the event run smoothly. This is why
In 2019, Tomorrowland had an estimated positive Tomorrowland is already looking forward to working
impact of €228,000,000 on the Flemish economy, which with all parties again for next year’s edition – albeit with
is now entirely lost. Out of this number, €112,000,000 a slightly sour aftertaste from 2020.
is comprised of direct revenues – stages, artists, crew
catering and the effective proceeds from the festival itself. The forced cancellation of both the Winter and summer
Added to that are €97,000,000 of indirect revenues: editions of Tomorrowland will make for a financially
Global Journey visitors, for instance, who stay in Belgium uncertain and difficult year. Tomorrowland will do
for up to a week before or after the festival. Staying at everything it can to keep the Tomorrowland spirit alive
hotels in Antwerp, Mechelen, Brussels and other cities, and flourishing and to remain operational until next
they spend their money as tourists at businesses around year’s festival season. This will require considerable
the country.
effort from staff and a number of special measures as the
purse-strings are tightened across the organisation.
The blow will be felt particularly by local businesses
in Boom, Rumst and surrounding towns, as well as by Hopefully, the Belgian government will offer an effective
private individuals renting out homes to visitors through economic stimulus package to help the many people who
platforms such as AirBNB. The municipalities of Boom are affected by this crisis. The Belgian festival sector and
and Rumst will miss out on a year of taxes normally owed its suppliers are some of the world’s finest, and that is a
to them by Tomorrowland. Besides all of these parties, thing to be cherished.
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THE MANY PARTS OF THE
TOMORROWLAND FAMILY
Tomorrowland is more than the sum of its parts, and many parts
there are indeed. Uncountable large and small businesses, both
locally as well as internationally, make up the whole of the festival
you were set to visit this summer. While postponing the sixteenth
edition is heartbreaking to the People of Tomorrow, it also affects
everyone pouring their heart and soul into creating magic for you on
a yearly basis. What is their take on a summer without you?

GEERT NAUDTS,
FESTICAMP
(Realisation DreamVille)
“Tomorrowland isn’t just our largest
project as far as revenue is concerned,
but also when it comes to dedication.
The past 15 years, which is a third of
my life, I’ve spent the entire month of
July at DreamVille. Having to miss
out this year is a surreal feeling. My
light at the end of the tunnel is the
summer of 2021. Many like myself
can only catch up and work ahead.
Meaning: if we, the events industry,
survive this, next year will be the most
amazing but also the best-prepared
summer ever.”
VERA ONGENA,
WALKIES4EVENTS
(Walkie-talkies rental)
“We’ve been part of Tomorrowland
since the very beginning, so we’ve
seen it grow and evolve. After more
than fifteen years, we’ve grown very

close: it’s one big happy family.
Not being able to spend the summer
together will be really painful. It’s
something you look forward to all
year, it’s become a huge part of our
lives. Now that I think about it, the
idea of missing all of my colleagues
for a whole year makes me very
sad. The festival industry is a small
world: the summer is very intense,
and after hibernating through the
winter, the excitement starts growing
again come February. Now only that
feeling is left. I am sure that once
we can finally gather again, we’ll be
having the world’s largest group hug,
as I am positive that this news will
leave many heartbroken.”
TOM FREDERICKX,
STAGECO
(Stage production)
“We’ve been building the Mainstage
for years now. Not just the one in
54

Boom, but also in Brazil, America
and the Tomorrowland Winter stage
in France. That one was our first blow,
as we were nearly finished building
when the event was cancelled. Now
that the summer edition won’t be
happening either, I feel like summer
itself has been ruined, as many other
festivals will surely have to cancel
as well. Even though we build
pretty much every large festival in
Europe, there is nothing quite like
Tomorrowland. Without a doubt,
this is where we get to create the most
creative, technically apt and most
magical stages. It’s about pushing
up to and beyond the boundaries,
coming up with new ways to create
the perfect picture. Working here
means a fantastic atmosphere and
flawless results. To us, summer isn’t
just about sunny weather, it’s about
creating epic events. That’s why I
have very mixed feelings about the
season ahead.”
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Christophe de Laet

ANTOINE EILERS,
NEPTUNUS
(Tent construction)
“Tomorrowland
is
something
the entire team looks forward to.
Everyone works together to create
something special, and nobody wants
to miss out on participating in it.
Even though summer hasn’t started
yet, we’ve been working towards it
for months now. I know some might
think, ‘it’s just work’, but this isn’t
just any other office job. It is literally
a matter of blood, sweat and tears.
We might work in heat waves or snow
storms and anything in between; it
takes hard work to create something
like this. That’s why our builders
actually cried when Tomorrowland
Winter was cancelled.
Normally, we’re building something
that brings a lot of people tremendous
joy. All of a sudden, all of that is
gone. Our builders are currently
busy building field hospitals and

morgues. Of course, it is a blessing
that we can be of help in these dire
times, but the contrast couldn’t be
bigger. It’s all very surreal.”
GEERT CORNELIS,
GECO CONCEPT
(Tent rentals)
“For the past 15 years, we have been
working on the undisputed success
that is Tomorrowland. What started
out with three tents grew to an event
of more than a hundred tents of all
shapes and sizes. Our business has
grown along with it, co-creating and
conceptualising.

Tomorrowland feels like summer
won’t really be happening this year, a
highly unusual situation. Of course,
having no festivals will leave a gap in
our yearly turnover, but it will also
leave a huge void in our hearts not to
be able to spend the summer with the
Tomorrowland family.”

CHRISTOPHE DE LAET,
UNIZO
(Local business association)
“For hospitality in the close
proximity of Tomorrowland, the two
festival weeks mean an increase of
revenue. Other businesses such as
supermarkets, bakeries and butchers
It’s a huge honour to be able to do this have also noticed an increase over
as a neighbouring business, meaning the past few years, as more and
we help to keep the ecological more visitors have been staying in
footprint as small as possible. We alternative accommodations. Staying
only have to cross the road instead in the homes of locals means that
of having to arrange international festivalgoers really become a part of
transportation. Our years working our municipality during those two
together have been very professional, weekends.
but also very relaxed. Not doing
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Hans Verhoeven

Most municipalities normally notice
a loss of revenue during summer
as inhabitants leave for summer
holidays. For us, that’s different,
as we have these temporary bonus
inhabitants. I would need a crystal
ball to know what the summer of 2020
will be like. Most people won’t leave
for summer holidays, but we won’t
have the usual influx of international
visitors either. Especially in unusual
times like these, people would
normally look forward to special
events such as Tomorrowland.
As a local business association, we’ve
built a very positive relationship with
the festival organisation over the
past years. They support us yearround by sharing their expertise and
knowledge, not just during festival
season. Of course I’d much prefer
the festival going through, as we
will definitely miss the unique vibe it
brings to our town each year.”
HANS VERHOEVEN, MTD
(Safe drinking water expert)
“Everyone knows Tomorrowland, it
really is the cream of the crop of the

GARRY BREMS,
BAR TABAC
(Local hospitality establishment)
“To us, the Tomorrowland weekends
are the highlight of our year. We get
to meet and talk to people from all
around the world. It’s hard work,
but we always try to make time to
visit the festival and celebrate along.
Our regulars, most of whom are from
Over the past years, the sector has the area, always look forward to the
become more and more professional. festival as well. Some frequent the
For example, sustainability has festival themselves, while others enjoy
become a key premise, with the incredible vibe and the intriguing
Tomorrowland being a prime conversations with the People of
example of it. Now many of those Tomorrow from the comfort of our
developments will also take a blow. terrace.
I’m afraid it will take years before
our sector will be fully back on track. Obviously, health comes first, so
we understand the decision that the
Tomorrowland is the showpiece. government have made. Still, we
Every year, we bring a few people really regret the official cancellation.
there who are not familiar with the It has financial consequences for
festival industry. I absolutely love us, but personally, we were also
being able to do so, as it’s like a field really looking forward to spending
trip to them. They’ll return home time with our annually returning
with literally hundreds of photos on customers.”
their phones. Inviting someone to
Tomorrowland is like being invited
to the royal residency!”
events industry. This cancellation
is a huge blow, not just to us, but
to the entire sector. The events
industry is relatively young:
Woodstock happened a mere 50
years ago. Considering I’ve been in
the business for the past 42 years,
you’ll understand it’s an integral
part of my life.
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THE BEST
IS YET
TO COME
The man, the myth, the
legend: he needs no other
introduction than ‘the voice
of the Mainstage’.
MC Stretch is looking
forward to a brighter future.

BELGIUM

I just woke up to the reality that Tomorrowland
will not take place this year. It will take some
time before the magnitude of that sinks in,
because everyone who knows me understands
that Tomorrowland is central to everything that
I am. The Mainstage has been my home for
fifteen years now: watching the festival grow
year after year showed me the true meaning of
respect, love & unity. We are all family in this
love revolution.
The world is in an awful situation, restricting movement
for people worldwide. Things wouldn’t be the same if
we could not have all the People of Tomorrow come. As
much as it pains me to say this, postponing is the right
thing to do in these surreal circumstances.
So, dear Tomorrowland family, this is where we are at...
but know this: Tomorrowland 2021 will be the greatest
gathering the world will ever know. The very best is yet
to come, be that in the Alps for Winter or on the Holy
Grounds in Summer. Wherever we might be, we will
ensure that every second together will be legendary.
I will miss you more than you could ever imagine, but when
we meet again, the light in my heart will burn brighter
than ever. Now is the time to look inward and make your
world a better place. So whoever you are and wherever
you are from, know that all the team of Tomorrowland
send their love to each and every one of you.
I am off to bury my head in the sand for the day as I
process this news... but seriously: hang on, stay magical
and remember to download the Tomorrowland – One
World Radio app for a tiny taste of Tomorrowland vibes.
Love,
Stretch
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